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Part A – Items considered in public 

A3   Millwall Cafe 1-3 Zampa Road SE16 
3LF 

 
The Committee’s decision was to serve a counter notice, meaning that the proposed 
event cannot go ahead. The reasons for the Committee’s decision are set out below. In 
coming to its decision, the Committee has considered all of the papers in the reports 
pack and the evidence presented and submissions made by both the Applicant and the 
police at the hearing.  
 
2. The Premises does not currently hold a premises licence. It is located immediately 
adjacent to The Den football stadium, home of Millwall FC. The TEN proposes to use 
the hardstanding in front of the Premises (described by the Applicant as its forecourt) to 
sell alcohol from a van to people coming to the stadium to watch Millwall’s home match 
on 13 August 2022, which kicks off at 1500. Alcohol will only be sold to customers in 
plastic vessels. The applicant stated that only home fans would be passing by the 
Premises and she knew around half of them. Although there was no security plan or 
risk assessment in place, she would close the event down if there was trouble and 
pointed out that there is usually a heavy police presence at home matches which would 
be able to intervene. She was not aware of how many people were likely to attend the 
proposed event.  
 
3. The police objected on the basis that policing home matches at The Den is a 
complex operation which is planned several weeks ahead and would be undermined by 
the proposed event. Entry and exit routes to and from the stadium are carefully 
monitored as are established local drinking venues, which have strict licence conditions 
in place meaning they can be managed via the licensing process. The police stated 
that allowing the proposed event to go ahead would cause significant problems to the 
policing operation, primarily in terms of obstructing the free flow of fans and traffic to 
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and from the stadium, fans lingering at the Premises and excess alcohol consumption. 
PC Pearce, speaking on behalf of the police, said that it was unacceptable for the 
Applicant to rely on the police to provide security for the proposed event and that any 
officers deployed to the Premises would have to be taken away from other policing 
responsibilities at the stadium, increasing pressure on police resources. There are 
already problems when coaches of away fans arrive in this location and are often 
mobbed by home fans, which will likely be aggravated by the availability of alcohol at 
the Premises.  
 
4. The Committee was aware that home matches at The Den are well managed by the 
police and were very concerned that the proposed event would undermine the policing 
of the match on 13 August 2022. They were also concerned that the Applicant had not 
prepared a risk assessment for the proposed event and therefore could not be satisfied 
it would go ahead safely and in a way that promotes the licensing objectives. They 
considered it unacceptable for the Applicant to rely on the police to provide security for 
the proposed event which would divert resources away from other priorities and 
undermine the careful policing plan. For all of these reasons, the Committee decided 
that the proposed event would undermine the licensing objectives and therefore served 
a counter notice, meaning that the proposed event could not go ahead.  
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